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SERVANTS INDIA operates in a major Indian city.
A note on security ... 
For security purposes, we don't publicise the location of teams in India, or names of team members. The people mentioned below are all real people, but their names have been changed. Please use the form on the Contact page if you would like to get in touch - we'd love to hear from you.
GET TO KNOW OUR TEAM[image: ]
Yusuf, 26, is Australian but was born and brought up in India by his parents, Yaqoob and Ruby. Currently in India, sharing a room with Jeshan. Favourite recreations include: reading, playing sport and playing strategy games.
Jeshan, 28, is from Odisha, an eastern state in India, and, having worked in several south Indian states, speaks six languages fluently! Jeshan loves to listen to and watch movies and cricket. Jeshan is currently back in Odisha, preparing for his wedding.
Yaqoob & Ruby (parents of Yusuf) are Australians who moved to India in the mid-1990s. Yaqoob originally trained in Commerce and Law, then International Development. Ruby has recently added theological studies to her previous Maths/ Computer degrees. They have recently returned to India after several years in Australia.
Nathan, 42, is from west coast US. He worked as a teacher in inner-city schools before moving to India in 2012. Passions include tracking, holding, photographing and writing about all manner of reptiles! 
Miriam, 40, is Egyptian-American. Initially trained as an aerospace engineer, she has since shifted into counselling. She and Nathan, along with their daughter Shakeena, are currently back in US on Sabbatical, hoping to return in the coming few months. Miriam is passionate about Nonviolent Communication (NVC) and mediation work, creating community, and doing yoga.
Shakeena, at age 4, is a rockstar of our urban poor neighbourhood! Already her fame has spread widely and her antics put a smile on the saddest faces. The most extroverted member of the team!
Between us we have had experience in working for and with the poor in a range of areas (see "Get to Know our Work" section below). But perhaps even more importantly, we focus on building warm relationships with our neighbours in an attempt to be a peaceful, compassionate presence in our neighbourhood.
We would love to welcome new members on to our team. We strive to have warm, open, honest, mutual, accountable relationships within the team and with a growing network of ex-pat and Indian friends. We look forward to welcoming new team members into the same caring community and encourage you to bring your own special gifts, talents and passions.
GET TO KNOW OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD
We live in a city which is historically Muslim, but which is now quite diverse. This creates a rich cultural environment expressed in the architecture, art, food and religious practices. The contrasts and diversity were part of what attracted the team to move here from Delhi in 2012. Here one finds a vibrant mix of old and new: ancient religious monuments and British colonial architecture stand alongside glossy shopping malls; female college students in jeans and T-shirts pass women in traditional saris or burqas on the streets.
As a state capital, the city also has all the facilities available in modern India - from sports centres and parks to cinemas and coffee shops.
However, the city is also characterised by a widening gap between growing wealth and grinding poverty: middle class families live in plush apartments next door to the makeshift shacks of the people who clean their houses; their private cars share the road with bicycles, horse-drawn carts, rickshaws, herds of goats, pedestrians and crowed mini-buses.
While the city is known for its warmth and politeness, north Indian culture is generally somewhat aggressive. This is a challenging context for women, especially fair-skinned foreigners. Women may find the culturally ingrained patriarchy difficult. However, if we behave respectfully and modestly, the city is largely a welcoming place.
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