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There's no such thing as garbage collection for communities such as ours. So it all just gets thrown into the canal.   Now of course I don't blame my neighbours for dumping their garbage into the canals. After all, industries dump their waste there. Why should the poor do anything different?   And while the damage to the environment caused by dumping garbage like this is in some ways pretty obvious, out in the open and staring right back at you, I also realise that as a westerner living in a society insatiably hungry for consumer products and energy, my environmental footprint has undoubtedly been far higher than theirs. Surely I must deal first with the plank in my own eye.   Nevertheless, although this is the community system, I really don't want to add our own trash to it. Luckily, within a 10 minute bike ride (cycle that is), is the local dump, which I usually pass at least once per week.   I do not rate riding past the dump one of the highlights of my week. To breathe through the nose is to invite a pungent stench. To breathe through the mouth is to invite an insect snack much in the manner I imagine a whale feeds on plankton.   You should have seen the looks on the dump workers' faces when I first rode up to hand deliver my back pack full of garbage! I've been told we're the only foreigners in this whole region of the city, and to see me doing that was probably the most baffling thing to have happened around there in a long time. But hopefully as well as delivering our garbage I can also start to get to know some of the people working here. They're doing some of the worst work I can imagine (young kids included). I.e. wading through the trash amongst the pigs, cows, dogs and crows looking for anything recyclable to salvage. It really breaks my heart to see the children there.   So, let's together find ways to go against the grain of the societies we're in to care both for our neighbours and the environment. I'm sure the 'groaning creation' (Romans 8) will appreciate it! And we might even see some small but beautiful, mustard seed like ways in which the harmony that God made for us to have with each other and all creation will one day be made new.   [Written by a member of one of Servants India teams.  Name withheld for security reasons.] 
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