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Dear Servants friends, family 
and supporters,

In September 2012 I participated in Servants 
Orientation here in Vancouver. Part of 
our learning process included walking 
through each of the principles of Servants 
individually, carefully taking the time to 
consider their meaning and importance.

I recall entering the session on wholism 
with a significant amount of apprehension; I 
wasn’t entirely sure what the term meant 
but I knew it felt daunting. Surely the 
concept of wholism encompassed a lot 
– a standard I wasn’t certain I would be 
able to live up to.

As I’ve been journeying with Servants 
for over a year now and learning 
more about our principles and values 
as they can be lived out, I’ve come 
to appreciate a few key aspects of 
wholism. The first is evident in all of our 

from the Editor

written principles and values but it’s 
something that I found crucial in my 
journey to live and serve wholistically: 
the use of “we,” “us,” and “our” in the 
statement. Nowhere in our statement 
on wholism does it say “I,” “my” or 
“these are all the things Alyse needs to 
encompass entirely on her own.” 
Instead, it is an expression of our 
entire community internationally. Together, 
not single-handedly, we are all striving 
to care for individuals, families, commu-
nities, structures, and systems. Instead 
of being unnerved by a lengthy list of 
personal requirements we have the 
opportunity to see how the love and 
care and passion we pour out individu-
ally is a part of a greater, “whole,” plan.
 
Secondly is the promise of renewal and 
restoration. I’m broken – I’ll be the first 
to admit this. I fall short constantly – of 
this I am painfully aware. Yet our loving 
God promises us renewal daily in spite 
of (or even because of) our shortcomings. 
Remembering this is crucial in my daily 
exploration of wholism.

As you read through these responses 
to our principle of wholism, may you 
be encouraged and supported by the 
community you are a part of. May you 
see the beautiful and cherished value that 
you have in God’s wholistic plan for 
restoration and may you feel the hope 
this renewal promises. //

Alyse Kotyk
Editor, Vancouver Team 
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We want to see the good news of Jesus proclaimed in word, deed and 
power. We have a God who is working to renew all things and to restore 
wholeness of life to all creation. Our lives amongst the poor call us to care 
for individuals, families and communities, as well as for the structures and 
systems of human society and the environment on which we all depend. We 
work for justice, proclaim God’s grace, and lift all things to Him in prayer. //

Servants’ Principle of
WHOLISM
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Regarding
Wholism
Ngaire Gee

It enables me to see and know 
this good news for myself and to 
proclaim it to others in the world.

Wholism then, is the gradual process 
of transformation. It is not another 
goal to be strived for, nor can we 
be credited with having it. It is in 
the undertaking of the journey of 
‘being in Christ’ that it becomes 
so. Some of us take smaller steps 
than others. Some of us are more 
tentative – more scared. All of us 
are frail – it is how God created us 
to be. 

It is an unknown path filled with 
mystery. The signposts get 
changed, our visions blur and we 
may lose the way ahead.  Sometimes  I 
need to stop, and catch my breath, 
before I can find the courage to 
continue again. For those that do 
continue, the path usually clears 
the further we go.

Each of us will arrive at the end of 
this journey on earth, broken, yet 
unburdened. Whole, yet not perfect.  
It’s the way God made us. We are 
frail people, like the world ‘out 
there’ whose justice we work for. //

Broken, yet whole, is the paradox 
of ‘being in Christ’.  Being in Christ 
has been described as a homeward 
journey – a journey that at first may 
cause us to stumble and even fall 
flat on our faces. Some of us won’t 
begin this journey ‘home’ until we 
are sufficiently shamed and humiliated. 
Some of us will cross rugged terrain 
to reach there. For all of us, whole-
ness awaits us in our Father’s 
arms.

We are all precious to God in our 
brokenness. We are made whole 
by encountering Him and by 
relinquishing our lives to His care.

The fifth principle of Servants 
reminds me that we have a God 
who is working to renew me and to 
restore this wholeness of life in me.  

Ngaire Gee has retired from hassle, spends time 
caring for loved ones and writing poetry.
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A greyness pervades,
softly hovers, insinuates itself into life
Held in suspension
in skies, in dawn, on leaves, on breath
Precipitating
on floors, on hair, on cars, on lungs.
Grey greenness, grey bricks, grey blueness, grey browns,
Underfoot, overclothes, underdoors, overall.
 
God, you are my shepherd.
Let me not lie down in grey pastures,
beside grey black waters so still they are putrid.
Restore my soul.
Lead me not in the paths of grey justice
For God’s sake.
Even though you walk me through grey concrete valleys
So I’ll trust you and fear no evil,
Remember my soul needs more than greyness for com-
fort.
 
Let me see also the abundance and beauty
Present on the world’s table.
Anointing grey head with soft oil, I welcome,
But overflow my cup, please,
with fresh water, not grey tea.
Surely greenness and grace can follow me here
In the grey day of my soul,
For within, you dwell, making your home
The whole of my grey life long.
 
(Yes, Shepherd, I accept; things are not
Just black and white any more.) //

The Grey Day of the Soul - 
in Contrast to the Dark Night
Lois Baldwin



Wholistic Theology
for Wounded
Healers
Kristin Jack

The terms wholism and wholistic 
have become common currency 
for us in Servants. But theologically, 
what do we mean by these words? 
Our search for the meaning of 
wholism starts with the Biblical 
idea of holiness. To be honest, I have 
always struggled to understand 
what the Bible (and all those songs 
we sing) mean by the word ‘holy’. 
I had always supposed it meant 
moral purity or perfection – but 
that’s not what I think anymore. A 
hint is that the English word ‘holy’ 
has its root in the Old German word 
hailaz or ‘whole’. Furthermore, 
according to the Concise Dictionary 
of Theology, holiness is “the at-
tribute of a being that entirely fulfils 
the purpose of its existence and is 

thus at one with itself.” 1 Of course, 
only God fully does this – but for us 
as human beings created in God’s 
image, it’s a wonderful direction to be 
called in (e.g. 1 Peter 1:16).  I find 
this understanding deeply liberating, 
compared to the more moralis-
tic definitions we usually ascribe 
to ‘holiness’. Similarly, many 
commentators have pointed out 
that Jesus’ urging us to “be perfect 
as God is perfect” (Mathew 5:48) 
would be better translated “be 
completely whole as your God is 
completely whole” – and actually 
in the context of what Jesus has 
just taught would be even better 
translated as “be completely loving 
as God is completely loving” (and 
compare Matthew 5:48 with Luke 
6:36 for a further insight on this).2 
This deeper understanding of 
holiness and wholeness relieves 
us from the burden of striving to 
be morally perfect – a state which 
is impossible for anyone other than 
God to meet, and a burden which 
has lead to a lot of psychologically 
messed up Christians and churches 
down through the years. But this 

1 A Concise Dictionary of Thelogy, O’Collins & Farrugia, Claretian 2001. P 107.
2 For example, Stassen & Gushee in Kingdom Ethics, Intervarsity Press, 2003. PP 341-2.



understanding of holiness as 
wholeness, as being completely 
loved and loving, is profoundly in 
tune with how we see Jesus teach-
ing and living in the gospels. It 
is completely in tune with our 
understanding and experience of 
God’s amazing grace. This holi-
ness/wholeness is our mission and 
our destiny.

We are being called towards whole-
ness, towards fulfilling the purpose 
for which we were created. The con-
cept of wholism is an acknowledg-
ment that life is made up of systems 
which function in integrated ways 
and are not easily divided into their 
parts without something of the to-
tal being lost. The converse also 
holds true, that most entities are 
more than the sum of their parts. 
When applied to humanity, wholism 
sees the person not so much as a 
bipartate (body and soul) or even 
tripartate (body, soul and spirit) 
being, but rather as multipartate. 
Truly the human being is fearfully 
and wonderfully made, with at 
least physical, spiritual, social/ 
communal, emotional, intellectual, 
aesthetic and moral dimensions 
to their make up. God created all 
these dimensions for His glory and 
it is in Jesus that the deepest, God-
planted longings of each of these 
dimensions are ultimately fulfilled 
(Colossians 2:9-10).

Through the four gospels (and in 
our own experience) we see clearly 

that the ministry of Jesus is always 
to the whole person. His teachings 
transform the minds and actions 
of those who truly hear. His touch 
heals the heart and body of those 
who truly receive. Through His 
death and resurrection our spirits are 
reborn and grow. His word forms 
us into just and compassionate 
communities of discipleship. As 
disciples he teaches us to admin-
ister healing through the laying on 
of hands and through the loving 
application of balm (Luke 10:8-9; 
30-36). There is no dichotomy between 
the supernatural and the natural 
when it comes to doing good. Nor 
are there mixed motives or hidden 
agendas in Jesus. In the gospels, 
he does not heal or feed people on 
a Saturday in order to soften them 
up for Sunday’s alter call.
 
In the gospels, everything Jesus 
did he did as an end in itself, 
because He saw His Father 
doing it; because it reflected the 
compassionate-holy heart of God; 
because it demonstrated the coming 
of the Kingdom. As evangelicals we 
often proclaim that Jesus came into 
the world to save souls, but Biblically 
what does this mean? The Old and 
New Testament words translated to 
save (salvare, salus) also have the 
meaning of redemption, deliverance, 
healing and making whole. Nepes 
or psyche, which we translate as 
soul, seldom appear 10.10).  Jesus 
came into the world in scripture 
with the connotation of “a ghost
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trapped in a body” (as Greek 
philosophers and Christian 
Gnostics supposed) but more 
has the meaning of life or life-
force. Throughout the Bible this 
life-force is regarded as intrinsi-
cally related to all other aspects 
of a persons being – heart, mind, 
breath, flesh and blood. In saying 
that Jesus came into the world to 
save souls, we are also saying that 
He came into the world to give 
life abundantly (John to undo the 
death-dealing works of the evil 
one (1 John 3:8), and his ministry 
is life affirming in every sense. 

Rene Padilla  describes this beau-
tifully when he says: 

“Comprehensive mission springs 
from comprehensive salvation. 
Salvation is wholeness. Salvation 
is total humanization. Salvation is 
eternal life, life in the Kingdom, 
life that begins here and now and 
touches every aspect of a 

person’s being.” 

So this is the form of ministry – in 
imitation of His own – that Jesus 
calls us to. But it’s not something 
we can do in our own power – we 
need the presence and power of 
the Holy Spirit with us, as it’s the 
Spirit that heals and makes whole. 
And here’s the second surprise 
(as we keep discovering over 
and over in Servants): we too are 
wounded healers, and our healing 
and wholeness are inextricably 
bound up with each other’s. We 
go out, zealous to take God’s love 
to the poor, only to discover that 
God is already there, and so too 
his love. There among the poor 
we discover God at work, and as 
we walk together with our team-
mates and our neighbours, God’s 
healing and wholeness flows back 
towards us from those we thought 
had been sent to heal. //

Kristin Jack served as part of the Servants Cam-
bodia team for 18 years. He recently returned to 
New Zealand together with Susan, his wife and 
their two children, Kaleb and Emma.

3 Rene Padilla. Mission Between the Times, p 22
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Being made whole
Becoming whole
Living wholly
Personally and together.
All aspects of life
Of the whole person
Of all people
Together.
Inclusion, of all the pieces to the puzzle
Integration, of all external experiences internally.
Healing, and reconciliation
Acceptance of our natural resistance
And insistence on taking a side,
Of knowing what’s right,
Defending, blaming,
Now simply embracing
The diversity, 
The variety, of needs and gifts
When unknown, misunderstood
When unseen, encouraging what could
Be, not opposing but complementing.
Enduring tensions to pursue balance
Not mistaking, unity for uniformity
But rejoicing in challenging differences
Creative connections
Growth, learning through the suffering
Maturity.
Living wholly //

Wholism
Ashleen Wartenweiler

From California to Australia, where she met her hus-
band, to Switzerland where they started a family, Ash-
leen now lives on the Downtown Eastside of Vancou-
ver with her three lovely girls, Swiss husband and lively 
community. She is enjoying the diversity of life!
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We are all human.  That is where 
my assumption starts; if you are 
reading this right now, you are 
a Human.  But what is Human?  
Human, or “Hummus,” is a word 
that derives from “dirt”: the tangible 
and the intangible intertwined, the 
paradoxes of complexity and 
simplicity.  It is written that we 
were made simple, but humans 
have made themselves complex 
(Ecc. 7:31). 

Whole, Human, dirt. I once saw an 
ad on Craigslist for a job of walk-
ing through mud. The person was 
willing to pay $14/hr for someone 
to spend a day walking in the mud.  
This ad sparked my curiosity, firstly 
because I love the feel of mud 
squishing between my toes, but 
also because despite the relatively 
high wage the person who posted 

the ad was willing to pay, the ad 
was willing to pay, the ad remained 
unanswered for several weeks. 
The cost of getting messy was too 
great and so, in turn, avoided.  

In contrast Aiden, a 3 year old in 
the Servants Vancouver commu-
nity loves dirt, mud and general 
mess.  There isn’t a day that passes 
without her being enthralled by 
some kind of hands-on, tangible 
messiness.  Sometimes she is so 
captivated by what she is experi-
encing that no matter how much 
you call her name, she is oblivious 
to you until you enter the space 
she and the object of her attention 
inhabit.  

As I reflect on wholeness and my 
humanness, I see that there is 
a wholeness in which I tend to 
compartmentalize for the sake of 
order, and understanding.  I forget 
we were made simple and often try 
to take hold of life through rational 
understanding of our time and 
place until the wonder is drained 
from the mystery.  At times I have 
lost the wonder of being and being 
in the whole, for the sake of under-
standing and a sense of safety. 

Engaging in 
Wholeness
Ruth George
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Ruth was born at a young age and later on 
joined the Servants Vancouver team where she 
has been for the past five years. She is looking 
forward to joining the new team in Burma.

I find I am at fault of this so often. I 
want to understand, so I back away 
from daily messes to try and get 
organized.  I spend my days read-
ing and organizing my thoughts and 
feelings and sterilizing life in such a 
way that I forget I am just as much 
made from mud and mess as my 
neighbour.

Compartmentalization creates 
brokenness though it may seem 
clean and safe and these broken 
lenses stop us from connectiv-
ity and wholism. In contrast, the 
simplicity we were made in and 
the mystery of mud combined 
is life in its wholeness.  We were 
made simply as mud, but denying 
the very breath and wonder that 
gives life, we have added so many 
complexities that we no longer 
allow ourselves to be wholly 
enraptured with the place and 
space and people around us. This 
is counterintuitive – an upside 
down way of the Kingdom. Our 
compartmentalizing does not make 
life simple – it adds complexity, and 
the mess is part of wonder, part 
of simplicity, and part of humility. 
Trying to allow the mud to squish 
between my toes is not easy.  I 
resist getting close to people and 
being in situations where the lines 
are blurred.  It takes grace upon 
grace for me to not label the parts 

as separate, to not separate ministry 
relationships from friendships, or 
spiritual, emotional, and physical 
well being from each other, but to 
live in the reality that one is effecting 
the other and embrace squishing 
my way through the transitions 

How can one quantify the mud of 
humanness? How do I engage in 
daily life in such a way that allows 
for awe and wonder and screams of 
pain when the thorns prick and the 
bees on flowers sting? 

It is when we allow the mud of life to 
enter our daily functioning – paired 
with eyes of wonder – that delight 
in the unknown, life’s stings and its 
beauty blend. As a result, through 
interactions with my neighbour, our 
well being becomes tied together.   
Then we can say we want to see 
the good news of Jesus proclaimed 
in word, deed and power. Then 
we can say we have a God who is 
working to renew all things and to 
restore wholeness of life to all 
creation. Then our lives amongst 
the poor call us to care for individuals, 
families and communities, as well as 
for the structures and systems of 
human society and the environment 
on which we all depend. Then we 
can work for justice, proclaim God’s 
grace, and lift all things to Him in 
prayer. //
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Holy Ground
Kristin Jack

Walk carefully
with eyes wide, 
for we tread on holy ground, 
a sacramental universe 
full of blazing stars 
and burning bushes. 
Everywhere I look I see 
trees like angels 
and gulls soaring 
on the breath of God. 
Thin places abound 
where breezes whisper 
of love and longing 
and seas sensually caress 
coral shores. 
Everywhere we look we see 
infinite skies 
reaching for the hem of heaven 
where time and space run backwards 
curses reverse 
and shame is healed.  

Every leaf and stone, 
every meteor or star, 
every mountain top 
or grain of sand, 
every human heart and eye, 
every tear or sigh, 
every lovers glance, 
every open hand, 
every cricket singing, 
every atom spinning, 
every sparrow falling, 
every creature living 
is a sacrament, a sign, 
a blessed, holy thing 
calling us to see and know:  

that Emmanuel made flesh holy, 
that a curtain has been rent.  

And so now:  
heaven is invading earth, 
with a lover’s holy passion. //
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The Four Greats
of Wholistic 
Ministry
Jason Porterfield

Jesus teaches us four GREAT 
truths as recorded in the gospel of 
Matthew, during His last few days 
in Jerusalem prior to the crucifixion. 
Two of these we are familiar with: 
the Great Commandments and the 
Great Commission.  The other two 
GREAT truths are often overlooked: 
the Great Compassion and the 
Great Cost.  Because of how vital and 
foundational each of these GREAT 
truths are to our Christian journey, I 
would like to take a few minutes to 
expound on what they are and their 
relation to each other.
The Great Commandments:
“Then one of them, a lawyer, asked 
Him a question, testing Him, and 
saying, ‘Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the law?’  Jesus 
said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.’  
This is the first and great com-
mandment. And the second is like 
it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’  On these two command 
ments hang all the Law and the 

Prophets.”  ~ Matthew 22:35-40
Immediately following Judas’ fleeing 
from the Last Supper to betray our 
Savior, Jesus presented His followers 
with a new command.  Really it 
was an old command (the second 
great commandment) wrapped in 
new meaning: “Love one another; 
as I have loved you, that you also 
love one another” (John 13:34).  
To love our neighbor as we love our-
selves is one thing, but to love one 
another as Jesus has loved us…, 
that’s some radical love!  In fact, 
our comprehension of the depths 
of such love was miniscule until 
Christ showed us its extent.  “By 
this we know love, because He [Jesus] 
laid down His life for us.  And we 
also ought to lay down our lives for 
the brethren” (1 John 3:16).
The Great Compassion:
“Then the King will say to those on 
His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed 
of My Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world: for I was hungry and 
you gave Me food; I was thirsty 
and you gave Me drink; I was a 
stranger and you took Me in; I was 
naked and you clothed Me; I was 
sick and you visited Me; I was in 
prison and you came to Me.’  Then 
the righteous will answer Him, say-
ing, ‘Lord, when did we see You 
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hungry and feed You, or thirsty and 
give You drink?  When did we see 
You a stranger and take You in, or 
naked and clothe You?  Or when 
did we see You sick, or in prison, 
and come to You?’  And the King 
will answer and say to them, 
‘Assuredly, I say to you, in as much 
as you did it to one of the least of 
these My brethren, you did it to 
Me.’”  ~ Matthew 25:34-40

That last verse is shocking!  When 
we help out those in need, our 
acts of love are being done to 
Jesus Himself.  There is a famous 
picture of Jesus at a soup kitchen.  
Only, Jesus is not the one serving 
the food; He is in line with (and 
dressed as) the homeless receiving 
the generous meal.

I once heard someone comment 
that the most difficult passages in 
Scripture are often the ones that 
are easiest to understand.  That’s 
how I feel about this passage.  You 
do not need years of extensive 
biblical training to comprehend 
the Great Compassion.  No one 
honestly says, “Hmm, perhaps 
if we study the cultural setting of 
the time when this was written we 
can then deduce some modern 
day applications from this ancient 
practice of giving a thirsty man a 
drink.”  This passage is easy to 
understand!  The challenge is to 
live it out.

Look again at the list Jesus gives 
us in this passage.  Where are the 
miracles?  Nowhere does it say, 
“For I was hungry and you turned 
two fish into enough food for an

entire year” or “For I was sick and 
you healed me.”  This is a list of 
practical ways each one of us can 
show love to those in need.  All of us 
are able to give a drink to someone 
thirsty.  Virtually all of us are capable 
of visiting someone who is sick.  
The true miracle in this passage is 
the great, radical love that motivates 
these small acts.

One last observation: Notice that 
Jesus did not say, “For I was hungry, 
and you wrote a check to Compassion 
International and they fed me.”  Giv-
ing to charity is great, yet charitable 
giving is no justification for being 
exempt from personally carrying 
out the Great Compassion.  Jesus 
taught, “For I was hungry, and YOU 
fed me; I was in prison, and YOU 
visited me.”  Carrying out the Great 
Compassion involves personally 
interacting with those in need.

The Great Commission:
“And Jesus came and spoke to them 
[the disciples], saying, ‘All authority 
has been given to Me in heaven and 
on earth.  Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all things 
that I have commanded you; and lo,

“Jesus did not say, ‘For I was
hungry, and you wrote a 
check to Compassion 

International and they fed me.’”  
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I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.’ Amen.”  
~ Matthew 28:18-20

Unfortunately, when the New 
Testament was being written, the 
writers did not have a computer 
with a word processor.  They could 
not write words in a bold or italicized 
font in order to emphasize its impor-
tance.  If the biblical writers wanted 
to stress a certain point, they used 
repetition.  Only a select few of 
Jesus’ teachings are mentioned 
in all four of the gospels.  Hence, 
we begin to see how foundationally 
important the Great Commission 
is for Christians, when we real-
ize that it is mentioned in all four 
gospels and even the book of 
Acts!  In Acts, Luke records Jesus’ 
final words before His ascension as 
being a reiteration of the Great 
Commission: “You shall receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  
Certainly Jesus thought long and 
hard about what His last words to 
His followers would be.  He knew 
whatever He spoke would continue 
to ring in their ears as they watched 
Him ascend.

There is another truly exciting 
observation about the Great 
Commission as recorded in Matthew.  
When the Greek is translated most 
literally (I promise I’m not making 
this up!) there is only one command.  
And it’s not “Go!”  The only command 
given is to “make disciples.”  The 
going is assumed.  Here is how it

is worded: “Therefore, as you are 
going make disciples by teaching…
and baptizing.”  “As you are 
going.”  This literal wording truly 
broadens our understanding of 
our mission as Christians.  We 
are all called to make disciples as 
we go about our day.  “As you are 
going” about your time in school, 
make disciples.  “As you are going” 
about your work routine, make 
disciples.

How These Three Greats Are 
Connected:
Sadly, there is much debate 
amongst Christians as to how 
these three GREATs relate to 
each other.  There are “Great 
Commission Christians” who 
pride themselves in their passion 
to verbally evangelize, yet they 
leave no room for loving acts of 
social justice.  In their defense, 
most came to this extreme 
stance in response to its equally 
extreme opposite.  The majority 
of Christians in our pluralistic 
society deviate off the narrow 
path in the other direction.  They 
feel more comfortable just show-
ing the love of God to people – 
at least at first.  The problem is 
that most in this grouping never 

“...there is only one 
command. And it’s 

not ‘“Go!’”
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get past the “initial stage” of trust 
building; hence, they never verbally 
share the Good News.

Yet, Jesus was most passionate 
about evangelism AND social 
justice. He never neglected either.  
How did Jesus balance word and 
deed?  Did one have precedence 
over the other?  If we quickly take a 
second look at two of the passages 
mentioned during the Great 
Commandments section, I think 
we will begin to realize how the 
Great Commandments, Compassion, 
and Commission are related to 
each other.

In John 13:34 Jesus gave His new 
variation of the second great 
command.  “Love one another; as 
I have loved you, that you also love 
one another.”  Jesus continues, “By 
this all will know that you are My 
disciples; if you have love for one 
another.”  When this radical love is 
seen in action amongst Christians, 
the world is guaranteed to notice 
that we are following Jesus!  The 
Great Commandments of love are 
evangelistic!

But what does this radical love look 
like?  How did Jesus love?  Let’s 
go back to 1 John 3:16 and read a 
little more.  “By this we know love, 
because He laid down His life for us.  
And we also ought to lay down our 
lives for the brethren.  But whoever 
has this world’s goods, and sees 
his brother in need, and shuts up 
his heart from him, how does the 
children, let us not love in word or 

love of God abide in Him?  My little 
in tongue, but in deed and in truth” 
(1 Jn. 3:16-18).  Let us love in deed 
and in truth!  The Great Command-
ments of love lead to acts of Great 
Compassion (love in deed).  

The passage also teaches us to 
“love in truth.”  Jesus once 
commented, “I am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life, no one comes 
to the Father except through Me” 
(John 14:6).  The Great Commandments 
of love create a passion within 
Christians to carry out the Great 
Commission.  But this is really 
just common sense.  When a high 
school girl gets her first boyfriend, 
she is so giddy with excitement that 
she tells everyone about him.  She 
doesn’t wait for her friends to ask 
about him.  The same is true with 
evangelism.  So many churches 
spend weeks trying to teach their 
congregations evangelism methods, 
yet the deeper challenge is motivating 
them to want to evangelize.  

So how are these three GREATs 
related?  The best analogy I can 
think of is that of a plant.  The Great 
Commission and the Great 
Compassion stem from a life 
rooted in the Great Commandments.  
This is wholistic ministry’s aim.  
Either one, separated from the 
Great Commandments, may look 
impressive for a short season, but 
it is already in decline.  Consider 
again the plant analogy.  Bouquets 
are made from plant cuttings and 
they are often breathtaking.  Yet 
those very bouquets are composed
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“it is the awareness of being
loved with God’s tender 

compassion that leads us to 
love ourselves and others” 

(Brennan Manning)

of living matter that is already in 
the process of dying.  In a short 
time, what was once beautiful to 
behold will soon be discarded as 
dead and useless.

The Great Cost:
There is one more GREAT truth 
that Matthew reminds us of.  The 
Greek phrase “pante te ethne” is 
translated “of all nations” or “of 
all ethnic groups.”  Matthew uses 
this phrase in his wording of 
Jesus’ Great Commission (make 
disciples of all nations).  He also 
records Jesus using this phrase 
one other time.  In this passage, 
Jesus reminds us of the Great 
Cost involved for those who seek 
to follow His wholistic model:

“Then they will deliver you up to 
tribulation and kill you, and you 
will be hated by all nations for My 
name’s sake.  And then many will 
be offended, will betray one another, 
and will hate one another.  Then 
many false prophets will rise up 
and deceive many.  And because 
lawlessness will abound, the love 
of many will grow cold.  But he who 
endures to the end shall be saved.  
And this gospel of the kingdom will 
be preached in all the world as a 
witness to all the nations, and then 
the end will come.” ~ Matthew 
24:9-14

John Piper refers to this passage 
as the dark side of missions.  It is 
definitely a wake-up call.  We often 
forget that the cross precedes the 
crown.  If we pick up our cross and

follow Jesus on this narrow path 
of radical, wholistic love, we 
will have trials and suffering.  But 
longevity in ministry will come only 
from those who have a biblical 
theology of suffering, for they will 
see how God’s sovereign plan can 
even use the suffering of His saints to 
further His Kingdom and His 
renown.  This truth enabled Paul, 
while imprisoned, to write “that 
the things which have happened 
to me have actually turned out for 
the furtherance of the gospel, so 
that it has become evident to the 
whole palace guard, and to all the 
rest, that my chains are in Christ; 
and most of the brethren in the 
Lord, having become confident by 
my chains, are much more bold 
to speak the word without fear” 
(Phil. 1:12-14).

What empowers and sustains 
Christians, despite great costs, to 
spend themselves in loving others?  
Once again, the answer is hidden 
in the Great Commandments.  “We 
love God because He first loved 
us” (1 John 4:19).  

And “it is the awareness of being
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loved with God’s tender compassion that leads us to love ourselves and 
others” (Brennan Manning).  In other words, we love others not because of 
their lovability, but because of the loving character of the One who loves us 
(Robertson McQuilkin).

In the final analysis, wholistic ministry is really just another name for Great 
Commandment ministry.  As we love God with all our heart, mind, and soul, 
this love will overflow towards others.  And it will be manifested in two 
ways: (1) Verbally telling others the Good News of God’s incomprehensible 
love (the Great Commission), and (2) personally showing others great love 
through sometimes big, but more often, small acts (the Great Compassion). //

Jason Porterfield has been with Servants for the past seven 
years, first as a member of the Vancouver team, then the Ja-
karta team, and he now oversees Servants’ N. America sending 
office.  He and his wife Laura and their two children Mika and 
Luke reside in Houston, Texas in the USA.

(Photo taken by Ashleen Wartenweiler at Growing Eden, a community garden in Vancouver, BC)
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Loving Creator and Father,
You are the God of the miraculous and the mundane.
No detail escapes your attention,
No-one is excluded from your care.
You hold together suffering and celebration,
Work and rest, hope and struggle.
You put together what has come apart.

Whatever is on your heart today
Let it be on ours too.
The concerns of our communities and our neighbours,
Let them be ours too.
Help us use every tool in our hands
And every gift of the Spirit
To serve your reign of justice, health and peace.

In a broken and disordered world
On earth as in heaven
Your Kingdom come!
Amen.

Prayer 
for Wholism
Written by Lois Baldwin, Jono Ryan & Daniel Rutland
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About the team
The Servants Myanmar team 
will function in many ways as a 
contemplative order among the 
poor. A central focus of this team 
will be to create a space for 
contemplating Christ, praying 
for the poor and the in-breaking 
of God’s kingdom. Daily life will 
be structured around rhythms of 
silence, solitude, and prayer. These 
spiritual practices will be what 
gives sustenance to our active 
work amongst Myanmar’s poor. 
At least in the beginning, our main 
work would be waiting, seeking, 
and being the presence of Christ in 
a politically-changing and deeply 
impoverished country.

This contemplative team will uphold 
the vision, mission, principles 
and values of Servants. While the 
working out of this vision will take 
some flexibility and adaptation, in 
general the aim is that our weekly 
rhythms – the “order,” takes priority 
and gives structure to fulfilling the 
Servants mission. As the saints in 
history and in presently existing 
orders, we place ourselves under 
the hours of prayer and flow out 
from there.

About Myanmar
Since 2009 we have been exploring 
together what it could mean to 
serve and learn from the people 
of Myanmar and their unique 
perspective. It has been encouraging 
to receive a warm welcome from 
both neighbours and local churches. 
By moving into these neighbour-
hoods – something not many 
foreigners do – we have been 
confronted and amazed. Confronted 
with the many challenges of life 
under poverty, fear and oppression; 
and amazed by life lived with hope, 
joy and generosity.

Is this team a good fit for you?
Some of the qualities needed 
include discipline, commitment, 
and desire for prayer, silence, 
solitude, and simplicity, a desire 
to live in a structured community,  
love for the suffering Christ and the 
least who suffer.  This is open to 
single females, males, and couples. 
Couples with children would be 
challenging in this particular situation, 
but not impossible.  If you’re inter-
ested in finding out more about this 
team, please contact your nearest 
Servants sending office.

New Servants
Myanmar Team
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Internships

An internship with Servants is 
probably quite different to any 
other short term mission exposure 
you have experienced before. This 
is because the emphasis is not so 
much on what you do but on what 
you learn. The intention is that for 
a few weeks or months, living with 
a local family in a poor community, 
you will make a deep connection 
with the urban poor and allow God 
to open up a space in you to hear 
him afresh. This will occur not in a 
quiet garden or at the beach, but 
in a noisy, vibrant, cramped slum. 
Servants accepts a small number 
of people each year for internships 
in Cambodia, Manila, Kolkata, 
Jakarta, London and Vancouver. 
Contact your local Servants office 
for more information.

Long Term Opportunities

So, you’ve heard about Servants, 
and our vision, values and princi-
ples resonate with you. If you are 
interested in exploring the possibility 
of serving overseas with a Servants 
team, contact us early on so we can 
be in conversation with you as you 
discern God’s will for your life. We 
are happy to answer any questions you 
might have as you consider applying. 
Servants currently has opportuni-
ties to serve as part of teams in 
Jakarta, Phnom Penh, Manila, 
London, Lucknow, Vancouver, and 
the emerging Myanmar team. 
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